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Sky is the limit for community radio: Arun Jaitley

Radio, particularly community radio, could emerge as a powerful

medium for promoting education and local culture at the grassroots

level, said Arun Jaitley, India’s Minister for Information and

Broadcasting (MIB).

Jaitley was speaking in New Delhi at the inaugural session of the

3-day Sixth National Community Radio Sammelan on the theme

Community Radio in India: Towards Diversity and Sustainability.

The Sammelan was organised by the Ministry of Information and

Broadcasting,Government of India, in collaboration with OneWorld

Foundation India from March 18-21, 2016.

Citing an example of community radio, Jaitley said that Radio

is back with a bang. “India is a land of diversity, and that diversity

in the form of different dialects, food, and culture is visible from

district to district,” he said.

Acknowledging that government has an important role as a

facilitating agency, Jaitley applauded CR stations for health and

hygiene related programmes, particularly those spreading

awareness about handwashing in rural areas. Talking about the

potential of community radio, he said sky is the limit for radio’s

breadth of programming.

Jaitley added that despite shrinking circulation of newspapers

published out of big cities, regional media are continuously

growing. “Two decades back radio and television were a monopoly of

the state, but this situation is changing all over the world with

private players and the community taking more ownership of

local media in various forms including community radio.” 

Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, India’s Minister of State for

Information & Broadcasting, said that a truly empowered India

is possible with the empowerment of individuals and families.

He added that unlike FM radio and television, community radio

has the power to empower individuals.

Rathore said that empowerment happens through information,

and the community radio movement and the Indian government

are on the same side for the overall good of people. “We have to

take the CR movement forward, as it has the power to connect

with people in the local languages. Regional conferences for

community radio are an important tool for enrichment,” he said.

Continued on Page 11

Arun Jaitley and Rajyavardhan Rathore presenting the Community

Radio Awards

For the radio sector in particular, strategic partnerships involving

the three tiers of broadcasting – the public service broadcaster,

private FM channels, and CR – needed to be built, as each tier

ought to leverage the strengths of the others in times of emergency

and disaster. This was articulated by the panellists at UNESCO’s

celebration of World Radio Day 2016 in India, which took place

in New Delhi on 16 February 2016. 

The theme of this regional event ‘Radio in Times of Emergency

and Disaster’ was particularly relevant for the South Asian context,

where radio has played a key role in disaster management (DM)

and relief operations during the recent floods in Tamil Nadu, the

Nepal earthquake, and droughts and cyclones in Bangladesh.

Organized by UNESCO in partnership with the Commonwealth

Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA), AMARC Asia-Pacific

and the UNESCO Chair on Community Media, the World Radio

Day event in New Delhi brought together around 100 stakeholders,

including representatives of the Government of India, regional

development organizations, UN agencies, NGOs working on media

development and DM, and research and academic institutions.

The programme consisted of an inaugural session; experts’

presentations on the use of CR for DM; a high-level panel discussion

on the theme ‘Radio in Times of Emergency and Disaster’; and

testimonials from community members about the efficacy of

CR stations during emergencies.

Continued on Page 11

World Radio Day 2016: CR for emergency and disaster 

Opening remarks by Al-Amin Yusuph, Adviser for Communication

and Information for South Asia, UNESCO, New Delhi
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Building peace: Community Radio in Cameroon
Alexander Vojvoda, a civil peace service

worker for the Presbyterian Church in Buea,

Cameroon, works at CBS Radio FM 95.3 as

part of his mission. He has developed media

training tools for radio and engaged in

capacity-building for editorial staff, volunteer

and marginalized groups. In a conversation

with Dr. Kanchan K. Malik, Associate

Professor, Department of Communication,

University of Hyderabad, India, during

AMARC 11 in Accra, Ghana, Vojvoda discusses

the status of community radio in Cameroon

and his perception of the role community

radio can play in building peace. 

Kanchan K. Malik (KKM): What is the

status of community radio in Cameroon?

Alexander Vojvoda (AV): In Cameroon

we have approximately 100 “community”

radio stations. Although, if we follow the

definition of community radio as those that

are owned and run by the community, then

there actually are far fewer. One of the

reasons for this is that external donors

often bring technology and funds to the

country in order to set up the radio stations,

but do not follow up on the community

development aspects. There are therefore

many “ghost” stations that are run by just

one person and do not have any community

participation. Fortunately, though, there

are also people, churches and groups who

set up their own infrastructures in rural

areas to serve certain communities. 

KKM: Cameroon has public, commercial,

and not-for-profit community radio stations.

Is there a policy in place that makes provisions

for all this? A media policy or a broadcasting policy? 

AV: Yes, but the problem is that this policy is

not executed, which means that one applies

for a license on a community-level and

pays the license fee but never receives a

decree. Thus stations here operate without

licenses. They have proof that they are in

the process of being issued a license, so

they can set up the station. But since the

procedure is not finalized, they risk being

shut down at any time. 

KKM: What purpose does community

radio serve in Cameroon? 

AV: When we talk about community radio

in Cameroon, we talk about infrastructure

for information, education and entertainment.

The villages are cut off from electricity

and water, sometimes for days, months.

There are no regular newspapers or Internet.

Community radio stations in these areas

provide the only source of information

people have about their culture, language,

political, health, social and economic situation.

Community radio can deal with local issues

and problems, and also offer a platform

for dialogue. 

However, there are also cases where

people say they run community stations, but

they are actually operating a commercial one.

Some of them practice “combo-journalism,”

which is a sort of paid news. There is no

minimum wage for journalists here, no

code of conduct, no regulation or unions; so

these people need to find ways to make their

ends meet. There is this duality in the sector. 

People sometimes start a community

radio with a community structure behind

it, but have no sustainable mechanism.

And when external donors withdraw,

community involvement disappears and then

they shift to commercial. It’s a phenomenon

that has been increasingly appearing in

the last few years. 

KKM: You work for a community radio station

and also facilitate the community radio

sector within the country. What does your

work entail? And what is your mission?

AV: I work at CBS Radio FM 95.3 in Southwest

Cameroon. The Presbyterian Church owns

the radio [license]. My role is aimed at building

a stronger community commitment, bring

in civil societies and NGOs, and also critical

groups that are deliberately excluded. 

Cameroon is still regarded as a “nonviolent”

country but it has many hidden issues.

Our station’s role is not post-conflict; it’s

more about conflict prevention and

encouraging communication. 

In the north we have an influx of Boko

Haram, which is becoming intensified. In

the south, there are many refugees from

Central African Republic and Democratic

Republic of Congo and that sometimes

creates tensions with the local population. In

the southwest region, we still have the issues

with Nigeria and the Bakassi Peninsula

regarding oil. The situation here is incendiary.

There are a lot of problems that need to

be addressed and community radio can

play a key part by offering a platform for

dialogue and understanding. 

Other concerns include generational

strife, hierarchical, patriarchal structures

that are in place and violence against

women. There are a lot of conflict lines

and fragmentation within the society.

Questions like how to involve the youth within

the democratic process and unemployment

are also important. These matters in the

context of community radio are the focus

of my work in Cameroon. 

Radio boosts awareness and provides

information, teaches people how to participate

and integrate into society and raises the

voices of those who normally aren’t heard.

This all aids in democratic advancement. 

KKM: How many of the women, actually,

get mobilized to participate?

AV: Staff-wise we have a high percentage of

women. Many of them are technicians and

journalists. But the problem at the foundation

is about who is making the decisions. The

positions for the decision-making roles

are clearly male-dominated. So the women

are doing most of the work but the decision-

making and prestigious representative

positions are held by men. 

There are therefore huge strides to be

made, but we hope that as a first step, we

are able to advocate and raise awareness

about community radio’s potential as a

foundation for building peace. 

Note: RadioWorld thanks Ram Awtar Yadav

for his help with transcribing the interview.

A re-print from: RadioWorld

http://www.radioworld.com/article/q&a

-community-radio-in-cameroon/278244

Alexander Vojvoda



Dodoma FM 98.4 is a private radio

broadcasting station and its mission is to

enrich people's lives with programmes

that inform, educate and entertain. Its

vision is to promote economic stability,

good governance, resilience and a sense

of community beyond the walls of the

radio station. 

Dodoma FM advocates for peace, social

and environmental justice through

independent media and programming

which is neglected by the mainstream.

Our station embraces diversity, tolerance of

others’ opinions and freedom of expression. 

An interesting fact about our radio station

is that, the station is almost 80% managed

by women. This is to make sure we adhere

to the United Nations agenda of women

empowerment and gender equity.

Dodoma FM Radio broadcasts different

types of radio programmes which include

announcements, live talk shows, interviews,

discussions, magazines, and news. 

We also have two weekly documentary

programmes, which are running in

partnership with BBC Media Action. They

have increased our listenership to over

70,000 per programme. Our goal is to increase

the number to 100,000 by June 2016.

Dodoma FM covers all the seven districts

of Dodoma region: Dodoma Mjini, Chemba,

Bahi, Kondoa, Mpwapwa, Chamwino and

Kongwa.

Other regions that are also covered include:

Kilindi-Tanga, Gairo- Morogoro Manyoni-

Singida, Kiteto-Manyara, Mtera-Iringa and

Tabora- Tabora Vijijini.

During the past five years of our pro-

grammes, we have contributed towards

educating and helping people, as well as

providing entertainment through different

initiatives like ‘ONESHA UPENDO’ which

is our annual charity event. We have also

been a home of employment opportunities

to youth. 

The station has also been increasingly

acknowledged as a leading broadcasting

station in central Tanzania not just by its clients

but also several social media campaigners 

Another achievement which deserves

mention is the ‘Dodoma FM Media Tour’

which is an annual event. Through this

major event, we visit all potential areas

that the station covers. Interestingly, we

reach our listeners live in their localities.

By doing this we manage to introduce our

clients’ (advertisers) products to their

end users. This has played a vital role in

terms of marketing Dodoma differently

and distinctively to our clients.

Finally, after the tour, we end the year

with a large concert. The ‘Dodoma Festival’

takes place on the last Saturday before

Christmas in December bringing together

all staff, clients as well as some listeners.  

Baptist John Mutesasira

Director

Email. dodomafm@ymail.com

Women head operations in Dodoma FM 98.4
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Dodoma FM is acknowledged as a leading broadcasting station in central Tanzania

Baptist John Mutesasir
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EDITORIAL

CR for disaster mitigation: Too little
and too late

If demand automatically translated into supply, the role of

community radio in disaster management in South Asia would,

in all probability, have given cause for cheer. Unfortunately, a

reality check presents a very different picture. 

By the time this issue of CR News goes to print, close to six

months would have passed since the Chennai floods played

havoc in parts of the state. It will be more than a year since the

massive April 25, 2015 earthquake tragedy in Nepal. Both events

had underlined the crucial relevance of community radio in

addressing relief and rehabilitation. 

Ironically, it took a disaster of the magnitude of the Cuddalore

floods to move the mandarins in New Delhi to sanction the

country’s first emergency community based radio station. While

the endorsement was then hailed by community radio advocates

and development practitioners alike as a landmark event, the

optimism would now appear to give way to more justifiable

concern. Despite the considerable time span that has lapsed

since the floods, the Cuddalore Disaster Emergency Radio is

compelled  to operate with a six month disaster radio license

even as it hopes to transition to a permanent license. 

A few years ago, a survey conducted by the Association of

Community Radio Broadcasters (ACORAB) highlighted that a

majority of community radio stations in the country were

housed in buildings that were not earthquake resistant. The

survey pointed out that most of them did not have back up plans

in the event of damage to their infrastructure. While community

radio stations have played a pivotal role in the relief operations

post the April 2015 tragedy in Nepal, the larger issue of

equipment and infrastructure back up and safety still remains

to be put on the front burner.

The lesson that emanates from both experiences is stark:

Ground level performances of community radio are a strong

testimony to its vital role during times of disaster. However, they

remain to find commensurate resonance at the policy levels

which are at best reactive. 

The absence of appropriate or more proactive reform is

baffling, given that the faces of disasters in the region have

become even more daunting and frequent over the recent past.

It is in this context that UNESCO’s emphasis on the relevance of

Community Radio and Disaster Mitigation on the occasion of the

World Radio Day New Delhi seminar in February assumes

special significance. 

Likewise, AMARC Asia-Pacific’s more recent Kathmandu

consultation in April to mark the first anniversary of the Earthquake

disaster served as a timely reminder that community radio

stations not only enhance preparedness of local communities in

dealing with calamities but also play a “crucial role of connecting relief

agencies with the local population in the immediate aftermath

of disasters.” 

While the learning points from both consultations are valid,

timely and urgent, the lack of their implementation remains the

major Achilles heel. It is worth pointing out that many of these

recommendations have been mooted earlier at various meetings

across South Asia. And not without reason.  After all, disaster

does not respect geographical boundaries. 

This in turn begs the question and the need to constructively

explore the viability of cross border initiatives. The fact that a

few exist in principle but not in operational terms only serves

to twist the knife further.  Even as the UNESCO New Delhi

conference highlighted the role and relevance of institutions like

the National Disaster Management Authority in providing

information systems, regional spaces like the  SAARC Disaster

Management  Centre needs to get out of its transition phase and

into operational mode giving due cognizance to the potential of

community radio in the region. 

The relevance of cross border initiatives merits further con-

sideration as some of the affected and disaster vulnerable areas

cut across country borders in the region which are contiguous.

Ultimately, however, the efficacies of recommendations lie in their

speedy implementation. In the case of disaster preparedness and

relief, the proof of the pudding is not only in the eating, but in

its timely eating. 

Therefore, the question which we need to ask is not just if policy

makers will see the writing on the wall, but when will they do

so? And will it be a question of too little and too late...?

As always, we welcome your feedback.

Ashish Sen

“The lesson that emanates from both experiences

is stark:  Ground level performances of community

radio are a strong testimony to its vital role

during times of disaster. However, they remain

to find commensurate resonance at the policy

levels which are at best reactive.”

Makeshift radio during Nepal earthquake in May 2015



It has been a few months now that India’s

first emergency radio has been broadcasting

in Cuddalore district of Tamil Nadu. There

is little doubt that the radio station, based

out of the District Collector’s office,

broadcasting on 107.8 MHz, has provided

information that is important, relevant

and useful to local communities. Although

programming began in the context of

disaster and it remains the dominant

theme, the initiative has also engaged its

listeners on other themes like education,

agriculture and health that are of daily

utility and relevance. What are the lessons

and challenges that we could draw from

this important initiative?

Convergence: FM radio is useful in disaster

situations in terms of affordable receiver

sets and free to air access. On the other

hand, listeners will need telecom networks to

‘call back’ and participate in the programming.

Often emergency radio may not have staff

to go out and conduct field recordings

from communities. Telecommunications and

online platforms are wonderful opportunities

that allow two way traffic and enhancing

community communications. 

Frequencies: Cuddalore district has

plenty of spare frequencies so allocating

one for emergency radio was accomplished

relatively quickly and easily. Imagine an

earthquake or a flood in a city like Delhi or

Chennai. It would be much harder to allocate

frequencies in a radio-saturated environ-

ment. Speaking recently at the World

Radio Day celebrations in Delhi, the UNESCO

Communication and Information (C&I)

representative, Yusuph Al-Amin and I, both

reiterated the need to reserve frequencies

as a crucial component of a disaster

communications framework. The Joint

Secretary of I&B, Mrs. Jaya emphasised

the need to better utilize existing frequencies,

i.e. training operational community radio

stations to prepare themselves and their

communities. The CR Support Scheme

from I&B can go a long way in addressing

both these aspects. 

Cross-Media Alliances: The Cuddalore

Emergency radio continues to be highly

localised while the Pondicherry All India

Radio addresses a couple of districts, and

there are one or two commercial radio

stations broadcasting entertainment

content. Each of these can contribute

something and can work with each other

meaningfully. Cooperation rather than

competition is the need of the hour. Public

service radio has excellent coverage,

infrastructure and resources but is often

low on listenership. Commercial radio is

often low on infrastructure and lacks

competence in doing public interest

programming but often has excellent

listenership. Community radio has good

audience engagement and has good

programming but lacks wide coverage

and infrastructure. If all three tiers of

radio can work together- before, during

and after disasters, they can create an

impact with communities that other

electronic/digital media will find hard to

match. Could the government or civil

society come together to forge a common

platform so that such collaborations can

be discussed?

Focused Programming: The Cuddalore

Emergency Radio has received excellent

support from the District Collector’s

office. This has converted to programmes

on available support schemes from the

district administration for mitigation,

information on health camps etc. The

radio station has also created linkages

with institutions like Anna University and

such linkages will also go a long way in

contributing content. To enhance the

effectiveness of emergency (i.e. short-

term temporary infrastructure) and more

long-term disaster preparedness efforts

on community radio, a focused program-

ming plan will need to be worked out.

Preparedness is not just about warning

systems but also holding local environmental,

urban planning and infrastructural practices

accountable. It is poor planning that exac-

erbates the impact of disasters. During

disasters, radios need to be trained to

disseminate credible, accurate and objective

information. In the aftermath, radios need to

be trained on how to counsel communities,

handle trauma and pay attention to abuse

of human rights (e.g. selective distribution

of resources along caste/gender lines etc.).

Both government and civil society need to

invest in capacity building programmes

that make available resources along above

mentioned lines. 

Ram Bhat

Acting President, AMARC Asia Pacific

Lessons from India’s first emergency radio
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Cuddalore Emergency Radio 107.8 on air
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Pantnagar Janvani, the community radio station run by

GB Pant University of Agriculture & Technology, Pantnagar,

Uttarakhand organized a one day workshop on March 21, 2016

for elected representatives of Panchayati Raj to sensitize them

about the utility of community radios in e-governance and grass-

roots transformation.  

The workshop was attended by pradhans, zila panchayat

members and ward members of different villages in the vicinity

of Pantnagar Janvani. 

Addressing the session, Dr. S.K. Kashyap, Professor & Head/Jt.

Director Communication, detailed the importance and effectiveness

of community radio as a medium of grassroots communication.

He appealed to the participants of the programme to utilize this

facility to the fullest for communicating with the villagers in

their locality and to propagate their activities, initiatives and

plans among their community on regular basis. 

“The air waves and the transmitter are already available

within your reach. Why don’t you utilize it on a day-to-day basis

for developmental activities in your area? Ultimately, it is your

media for your causes and concerns,” he appealed.

Experienced radio operators from Kumaon Vani, Mukteshwar

and Hello Haldwani also joined the event to facilitate the sessions

with their wide experience. Jitendra Singh from Kumaon Vani

spoke of the establishment of the CR stations for the betterment of

the farmers and farming community in the hills of Uttarakhand. 

Talking of the participatory model followed by the radio station

in selecting issues to be covered and programme production, he

focused on the role of community radio stations in assessing the

real problems of the community and strategizing for their solution

through community mobilization. 

Dr. Govind Singh, a veteran journalist and director of Hello

Haldwani community radio, talked about the micro level jour-

nalism, importance of regional journalism and its importance in

national level development. He also empha-

sized the real spirit of community radio in

regional communication and discussed the

challenges and constraints faced by community

radio. He requested the elected representatives

to utilize community radio for generating

effective and transparent mechanism of

Panchayati Raj at grassroots level. 

Many pradhans and zila panchayat members

addressed the programme with their concerns

as well as convictions and commitment in

utilizing air waves in strengthening Panchayati

Raj activities in the area. 

Asha Devi, Sarpanch of Deoria village

of Kichha Block in the district stated that

Pantnagar Janvani is working for a societal

cause by transmitting the content related to

women-based issues and hoped that it will

continue forth with the same spirit. 

Self Help Group (SHG) leader of Buxoura

Village, Mrs. Sushila Devi also talked of the role of Pantnagar

Janvani in spreading information about various aspects of agriculture

and livestock. Further, she elaborated on the role of CR in helping

their SHG to cultivate healthy and sound practices of saving and

profit-making.

Addressing the event, Registrar of the University, Dr. J. Kumar

expressed his satisfaction that community radio Pantnagar has

emerged as a powerful tool for the development of the community

and for the University as well, and that it has worked effectively

at grassroots level by involving people. He also stated that the

community radio has played a very significant role as people’s

representative in the true sense by roping in the felt concerns

and priorities of the community through their programmes.

This has proved to be very useful for the scientific fraternity of

the University.

Communication experts Dr. Gyanendra Sharma, Professor,

Agricultural Communication and Dr. Arpita Sharma, Assistant

Professor, Agricultural Communication also addressed the

sessions to guide the participants on community based content

development and radio programme production. 

The participants worked in groups to identify issues in their

villages on the effective radio programmes that could be developed

through community participation.

Elected representatives Mr. Abhinash Kumar, Mrs. Asha Devi,

Mrs. Sushila Devi, and Mr. Ramanuj Prajapati also addressed the

sessions and discussed the challenges of elected representatives

where community radio may play an effective role. 

The event ended successfully with a strategy of improving the

use and utility of community radio Pantnagar Janvani for strength-

ening and empowering the Panchayati Raj efforts in the district.

Shivendra Kashyap, 

G.B.Pant University of Agriculture & Technology

VOICES FROM THE FIELD

Pantnagar Janvani organizes CR workshop on
Panchayati Raj 

S.K. Kashyap talks about importance of CR for community engagement
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The fourth Maharashtra state-level

community radio (CR) meet was organized

on January 4 and 5, 2016 at Savitribai

Phule Pune University. Representatives

from 15 out of 17 CR stations in Maharashtra

participated in the event. The theme for

the meet was ‘Technical Issues of CR’. CR

stations shared information related to

technical matters such as, equipment type

and model, microphones, recorders etc.

Since the last four years, Vidyavani

community radio of the Savitribai Phule

Pune University has been organizing

state-level interactions for all community

radio stations in Maharashtra. The main

objective of these gatherings is to bring all CR

stations together to share their experiences,

discuss common issues, and work together

to resolve their concerns.

The first such event was organized in

2012 where all CR stations in Maharashtra

were introduced to each other and shared

experiences. The second one was organized

in 2014 and focused on content genera-

tion and community participation. The 2015

meeting deliberated on the various param-

eters of the Community Radio Continuous

Improvement Toolkit (CR CIT).

This year, Santosh Ajmera, OSD, National

Film Heritage Mission (NFHM) inaugurated

the meet. Samar Nakhate, Former Director

FTII, Neetu Singh, Waqt ki Awaz, Kanpur

and Anand Deshmukh, Director Vidyavani,

were also present.

From this year Vidyavani has started

Radio Mitra Puraskar for community

radio volunteers (CRV) helping CR sta-

tions in  Maharashtra. Shubham Ghatage

of Vasundhara Vahini, Baramati and Neeta

Tupare of Radio FTII received the Radio

Mitra award.

At every CR meet, Vidyavani invites

representatives from CR stations outside

Maharashtra to share their experiences and

success stories. This year, Neetu Singh from

Waqt Ki Awaz and Vandana B. Thapliyal from

Gurgaon Ki Awaz shared their experiences.

Pankaj Athawale, MUST Radio, Mumbai,

along with his technical team shared useful

information about the antenna. All CR stations

decided to keep a record about the technical

details regarding transmitter and antenna

for the entire year, review it, and make

necessary improvements.

Sangeeta Upadhey, Assistant Director

Engineering, All India Radio (AIR), Pune

explained the importance of preventive

maintenance and how to take care of various

studio equipment. Ravindra Raut, DIO

(Director Information Officer), Pune,

guided the participants on various

schemes of different departments of local

governance and revenue generation.

During the valedictory session, Ashish

Bhatnagar, DDG, Engineering AIR, and

Chairman, Broadcast Engineering Society

(BES), announced the opening of a branch

for the technical support for all CR partic-

ipants at BES. 

Mahesh N. Jagtap 

Vidyavani CR,

Savitribai Phule Pune University

Regional meet connects community radio stations
across Maharashtra
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John Nelson, Managing Trustee, Saranalayam Charitable and

Educational Trust, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu, is credited

with setting up India’s first emergency radio station in December

2015  (see story in CR News October-December 2015) – the

Cuddalore Disaster Emergency Radio 107.8 MHz in Tamil

Nadu. Taijrani Rampersaud, Research Assistant, UNESCO Chair

on Community Media, University of Hyderabad, spoke with him

about the station’s activities and aspirations. 

The Cuddalore Disaster Emergency Radio 107.8 MHz hopes to

transition from a six-month disaster radio license, to a permanent

license in order to continue serving the community. The station

will be registered with the Saranalayam Charitable and Educational

Trust and based in Vadalur, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu. 

According to John Nelson, the community radio (CR) station

is currently fulfilling its mandate as a disaster station by sharing

pertinent information about relief and rehabilitation in the region.

Such information is packaged in the form of audio magazine

programmes and short news bulletins. Other programming produced

covers health and agricultural issues as well as entertainment

in the form of folk songs and moral storytelling. 

The Chennai floods in November and December 2015 had

prevented students from attending school for one month. To

compensate for this loss, the station entered into a special

arrangement with the Chief Education Officer enabling educational

broadcasts to be carried out. Through these broadcasts teachers

delivered lessons to students preparing for public examinations. 

The beginnings

The Cuddalore Disaster Emergency Radio story however, began

much earlier. The heavy rainfalls which eventually resulted in

flooding the district started on November 8, 2015 and occurred

in three spells. The first spell was seen as normal but the second

was of greater magnitude and resulted in the entire district

being affected. People were unable to leave their homes due to

rising water levels. The third spell, which commenced at the end

of November spread into December and resulted in a gradual

increase of water that reached disaster levels. 

This was when John Nelson saw the possibility of a community

radio station which would

broadcast important mes-

sages to the affected com-

munity. On the morning of

December 4, 2015, he met

with the District Collector

and presented this idea. By

December 9, 2015, the station

was officially launched. 

However, there were chal-

lenges involved in setting up

the station within such a

short time. Getting permis-

sion to set up the station,

organising the space for the

station, infrastructure for

transmission and other logis-

tics – these were just a few of the concerns that needed to be ad-

dressed.    According to Nelson, everything was a bit of a struggle

in the   beginning. However, they learned through trial and error.

The public assisted wherever possible and as much as they

could. 

Initially, the content that was broadcast came from the District

Collector’s Office. However, as the disaster period passed, more

individuals were able to participate in the programming. Content

generated by teachers and doctors in the form of education and

health programs exemplified the shift. 

The station’s management and daily operations   have under-

scored the role and importance of community participation.  It

is run by volunteers who were trained in radio production about

ten years ago through the Saranalayam Charitable and Educational

Trust in the Vadalur village knowledge centre. This was around

the time when broadcasts from the Anna University campus

radio station in Chennai started in the district. The volunteers,

then youths, are now mostly undergraduate students at university. 

The future

While the station plans to continue with its educational, health

and agricultural programming once a permanent license is

granted, more community development based issues will be

incorporated. This apart, the programming will include a rich

basket of folk entertainment programs. 

The memories of the 2004   tsunami and 2015 floods are also

likely to exert their influence on the programming content. It is

hoped that the radio station will continue to broadcast   information

on disaster preparedness and how to deal with the aftermath as

well as act as a personal counsellor of sorts for affected individuals. 

Programmes will be generated by the communities and in the

communities. According to Nelson, if there is a need, producers

from the station will take laptops, mixers and other necessities

to the communities where the content can be generated. Once

the programmes are packaged, they will be taken back to the station

where they can be broadcast. The Village Knowledge Centre,

established under the Trust, will continue to provide volunteers

for the station. 

When will India’s first emergency radio get a permanent license?
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John Nelson



Drawing from the recent Indian experience of procuring an

emergency license for radio in Cuddalore during the Chennai

floods, the team caught up with Joselito Casalmir Polestico from

Philippines, one of the participants in the workshop, to under-

stand the country’s experience with disaster and community

radio. Polestico, an Agrarian Reform Programme Officer from

the Department of Agriculture Reform, Philippines, spoke about

the country’s recent experience with natural disasters and how

community radio has enabled the process of risk reduction.

Explaining how about 14 to 15 typhoons ravage the country

every year, Polestico stressed the need to prepare people living

in the coastal areas for such disasters. “In 2012, when the Bopha

typhoon hit Philippines, three municipalities of Mindanao were

damaged. Lives, property and agriculture were affected, normalcy

was thrown out of gear. The barangay, the local area administration

set up evacuation centres to train local leaders in Disaster Risk

Reduction and Management. This is being done as continuous

education for people, and the role of community media becomes

important here,” he explained. 

Philippines is home to Radyo Natin network, with each station

being named after the municipality where it operates. These

radyos serve as media through which people are taught to prepare

adequately for natural disasters. During the typhoons, they were

taught how to make announcements on evacuation timings and

other on-ground emergency operations. 

Timely stakeholder collaboration and redressal of the situation

at hand remains paramount when disaster strikes. Polestico ex-

plained that the Natural Disaster Risk Reduction and Management

Council and the Department of Social Welfare and Development

render assistance through government training, even as he elaborated

on how community radios have collaborated with other stakeholders

besides the government. Community radios enable communication in

local languages that are often not catered to by the mainstream media.

“The government finds use in working with these stations for

channelling information down to the barangays, in the local language.

The bisayan language is one of the main languages that we use,

but there are many that do not understand this language. Community

radios help in communicating and reaching out to them in their

native tongues and allow us to quickly work together.  Such

measures have helped us reduce loss of lives in the last few

years,” the agriculture official concluded. 

Preeti Raghunath

University of Hyderabad

Communicating during disasters: The Philippines experience
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SNIPPETS

Radio Jyotirgamaya 91.2 FM completes

five years
Panjab University’s community radio station, Jyotirgamaya

91.2 FM, celebrated its fifth anniversary at the School of Com-

munication Studies on February 13, 2016. This also coincided

with the World Radio Day declared by UNESCO. Every year on

the day, the station holds celebrations with the faculty, students

and community members.

National Award winning actress Baljinder Kaur, visually im-

paired martial arts expert Rashpal Kaur and Deputy Superinten-

dent of Police (Cyber cell) Rashmi Yadav were the chief guests

for the occasion. As part of the fifth anniversary celebrations, a

‘Wall of Kindness’ was set up on the radio premises. Volunteers

donated reusable clothes for the Wall. Members of the commu-

nity were free to walk into the radio station and pick up clothes

of their choice. 

Jyotirgamaya 91.2 MHz operates within a range of 10 km ra-

dius and airs 10 hours of programming daily. The programmes

cater to members of the community across all age groups, inter-

ests and social strata.

Source: http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/chandigarh/com-

munity/pu-community-radio-turns-five/196046.html

The government of Bangladesh will further expand commu-

nity radio in order to provide platform for citizens to raise their

voices, especially for the masses at the grassroots, Information

Minister Hasanul Haque Inu said on April 26, 2016. Inu revealed

this information to visiting Assistant Secretary General of the

United Nations Howe Liang Zhu, who was recently in Dhaka on

a four-day visit to Bangladesh, said an official release.

"We have taken the decision (for more community radios) to

bring the marginalized people at the mainstream of develop-

ment and spearhead sustainable development," the minister told

Liang Zhu, who along with UNDP Representative Robert

Watkins, met him at his ministry office here. Inu listed a number

of steps taken by the present government with regards to mass

media expansion and said a new horizon has been drawn in the

area of free press side by side with cleaning the political dirt and

bring back politics on track.

Source: http://www.daily-sun.com/printversion/de-

tails/131649

Compiled by Arun John, University of Hyderabad

Community Radio poised for growth

in Bangladesh
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Sunil Arora, Secretary, MIB, said that acting

on suggestions from the CR community,

viewpoints of the operational CR stations

are being incorporated during this year’s

conference. He said, “Ministry has moved

a proposal to provide financial assistance

to the CR stations for infrastructure related

expenses, and the CR stations must make

full use of this support.”

Talking about the strengthened stream-

lined process for starting a community radio

station, Arora added that permissions have

been issued to set up 439 community radio

stations out of which 191 are functional.

Joint Secretary (Broadcasting) R Jaya

expressed that the three day conference

on Community Radio will enrich the sector

and build bridges among stakeholders.

Arun Jaitley and Rajyavardhan Rathore also

felicitated the winners of the 5th National

Community Radio Awards. The award for

the most creative/innovative programme

content was presented to ‘Radio Benziger’

from Kerala for their program ‘Sukrutham’.

The other categories included awards for

programme with best theme; community

engagement; and promoting local culture.

They also released the Community Radio

Compendium and Community Radio Map

which identified the location of community

radio stations across the country.

OneWorld Foundation India

http://edaa.in/ 

CR award winners felicitated at National Sammelan
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The inaugural session began with opening

remarks from representatives of the

organizing partners, and was followed by

guest addresses by senior Government

officials and domain experts: Ms R Jaya,

Joint Secretary (Broadcasting), Ministry of

Information and Broadcasting; Dr Anil Kumar

Gupta, Head (Policy Planning Division) and

Head (Training Management Cell), National

Institute of Disaster Management, Ministry

of Home Affairs; and Mr Devendra Tak,

National Manager (Media and Communication),

Save the Children. 

The panellists agreed on the need to map

disaster-prone areas more effectively and

build stronger linkages between the

media, the local administration and agencies

involved with emergency response, aid and

relief. While there is a clear need to formally

integrate CR into disaster preparedness and

response plans, supporting interventions

such as the capacity-building of CR stations

for DM and a review of existing frequency

allocation plans in order to accommodate

contingencies such as natural disasters

should also be considered.

The second part of the programme included

experts’ presentations about the actual

field experience of using CR for DM.

Mr Suman Basnet, Regional Coordinator,

AMARC Asia-Pacific, described how CR

stations in Nepal had responded to the

earthquakes and aftershocks of 2015, and

had supported post-disaster rehabilitation

efforts. A number of CR stations had suffered

extensive damage, but had continued their

broadcasts from makeshift shelters and camps. 

Floods in India were the focus of two

subsequent presentations. Mr John Nelson,

the Station Manager of India’s first ‘emergency

radio’ in the Cuddalore district of Tamil Nadu,

set up at the height of the catastrophic floods

of 2016, shared his experience of mobilizing

community members and broadcasting

from a disaster zone. 

A different experience of working in

flood-prone regions was recounted by

Mr N Ramakrishnan, Executive Director of

Ideosync Media Combine, who discussed

Ideosync’s work on building the capacity

of CR stations in Uttarakhand for disaster

preparedness. A consortium of stations

that sought to promote environmental

protection through local interventions

and advocacy was formed.

A team presentation by Gurgaon Ki Awaaz

drew attention to CR stations’ creation of social

capital, local solidarity, and offline spaces

for engagement as an organic part of their

role as broadcasters. 

The expert presentations were followed

by a high-level panel discussion moderated

by Mr Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, a leading

Indian journalist, political commentator,

author, and media expert. Panellists included

Dr Laxman Singh Rathore, Director General

of the Indian Meteorological Department;

Mr Rajeev Shukla, Deputy Director General,

All India Radio; Dr Mitrasen Bhikajee,

Head of the Natural Sciences Sector at UNESCO

New Delhi and Member of the UN Disaster

Management Team in India; Mr Bijoy

Patro, Director, OneWorld Foundation

India; and Dr Kanchan K. Malik from the

UNESCO Chair on Community Media. 

The panel focused on the theme of radio

broadcasts and information dissemination

during emergencies and disasters. Panellists

observed that it was important to integrate

local capacity development into national

disaster preparedness exercises and disaster-

related communication methodologies. 

The event concluded with testimonials

from the staff and community members

of Radio Mewat and the CR station of the

Institute of Management Studies in Noida

about the transformational role CR has

played for their local communities, and

the initiatives they had undertaken

around World Radio Day 2016. UNESCO

recognized and felicitated these initiatives

as part of the event’s closing ceremony.

Anirban Sarma

National Programme Officer

Communication and Information Sector

UNESCO 

CR during emergency and disaster

Panellists express need to formally integrate CR into disaster management
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LGBTs gain voice on CR stations in Australia

Gay men and lesbians experience cultural

invisibility. They are routinely told that their

innermost feelings and desires are disgusting,

dangerous, just a phase, or non-existent. They

are denied civil and legal rights and the

recognition of their partners and relationships.

Their consenting sexual relations are criminal-

ized and policed, and they are subject to verbal

and physical harassment, bashings and even

murder – Michael Flood

History is testimony to the fact that most queer communities

experience media invisibility, or limited opportunity to enter

broadcasting. However in many countries, LGBT programmes

are “coming out”.  India is no different, even though the world

may brand India to be the largest homophobic democracy! And

so on a recent trip to Australia made possible by the Australia

India Youth Dialogue Alumni Grants, learning about voices of an

underrepresented and often misrepresented community was

definitely an eye-opener.

What is the need to have community identified and supported

radio or a community radio? It is one thing to be an advocate for

queer rights and quite another to be a queer anchor or producer.

So, what was it like to come out on Radio?

In Australia, the origins of queer radio had modest beginnings

on community radio in 1978, with 4ZZZ presenting “Gay Waves”,

a weekly lesbian and gay programme.  This was followed by a

series of different shows on other community radio stations.

However, it took Australia, 15 years to sanction a queer-community

radio station. For over 22 years, the unrestrained voices of the

LGBT community have been broadcast on JOY FM, Melbourne,

making it the longest running all LGBT station in the world.

I met Yen Erikson, a Queer broadcaster and volunteer at 2XX,

Canberra at the Community Broadcasting Association of Australia

(CBAA) conference 2014, who was very vocal about the fact that

the value of community radio is in the autonomy of content. Yen

presented the Friday Night Lip Service, with other local women on

2XX FM 98.3, and was awarded the Outstanding Young Person in

the LGBTIQ community, for the programme by SpringOut Act.

She also worked on other shows like “The Morning After, Sunday

Night Jazz and Hey Grrl Hey. 

Chosen as SYN Media’s Young Media Leaders, as part of the

National Youth Media Project in 2014, Yen believes that community

radio makes one feel valued. Growing up in a hetro-normative

society is often tricky, as one often looked at as an outsider. In

that sense youth community media platforms encourage people

to tell their own stories, share their perspectives, and build a safe

community co-existing with non-queer peers.

It is fascinating to see the range of content on queer issues on

community radio.  Some of the interesting shows included Sydney

Gay and Lesbian History Walk Radio Series and the Melbourne

Queer History Radio Series, produced by Barry McKay, which

was first broadcast on JOY FM and the Sydney    segment on OUT

FM; The Vixen Hour on Joy FM which brings  together voices of

sex workers, and provides a connection to the broader queer

community; 3 CR’s Out of the Pan, which goes beyond the

boundaries of sex and gender; and Queering The Air which pres-

ents critically engaged commentary from a mix of transgender,

queer, gender-diverse, bisexual, pansexual, lesbian, gay, and

intersex perspective. 

In 2015, queering the Air created the series, We Weren't Born

Yesterday exploring queer heritage, vocabulary and intergener-

ational connections in Arab, Chinese, Vietnamese and Indian

communities in Australia.  Some of the shows aired, also look at

queer perspectives on issues concerning health, environment

and politics, as often in the mainstream, only popular views

points are portrayed.

Given the diversity of India, do we need an exclusive radio

station? “I am not sure if it is too early in the day, but at present

the community must demand airtime on existing radio stations,

and gradually increase the frequency, as the sexual minority

community in India is stigmatized and face discrimination”, says

Akkai Padmashalli. a transsexual woman and volunteer at Radio

Active CR 90.4 MHz in Bengaluru. Akkai was also the recipient

of the 2015 Rajyotsava award in Karnataka.

Clearly, India has a long way to go. Speaking out on such issues

is a first step, and there is no better platform than community

radio.

Pinky Chandran

Director

Radio Active CR 90.4MHz



CRCR news April - June 2016; Page 12

CR UPDATES

UNESCO Chair conducts community media workshop for
Asia-Pacific participants

The UNESCO Chair on Community Media, in collaboration

with the National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati

Raj (NIRD&PR) and the Centre on Integrated Rural Development

for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP), facilitated a two-day workshop

on community media in the Asia-Pacific region as part of the

“International Training Programme on Information Communication

Technology Applications for Rural Development” at Hyderabad.

The training programme was held from February 29 to March

9, 2016 and sponsored by the Ministry of Rural Development,

Government of India.

On March 5, Dr.Vasanthi Rajendran, Director, Training Division,

CIRDAP, and the participants, who were from Afghanistan,

Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Sri

Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam, accompanied representatives of

the Chair team to the Deccan Development Society, (DDS)

Pastapur, India. They interacted with P. V. Satheesh, Director,

DDS, as well as the grassroots women of the society and learnt first-

hand about the role of community radio in rural development. They

also visited the Sangham Radio Station, the first rural community

radio in India. The following day, the Chair Team made a series of presenta-

tions at NIRD, Hyderabad, about community media’s role and

potential in rural development. The sessions commenced with

an explanation of what constitutes community media. Following

this, case studies of specific initiatives in the Asia-Pacific region

were cited as participants were made aware of the role commu-

nity radio, participatory video and mobile telephony played in

social change especially in the areas of rural development, local

governance, disaster management and empowerment of the

marginalised societies. 

During the final discussion session with the Chair team, the

participants expressed their appreciation for the information on

these specific ICTs. They now saw community media as another

form of ICTs to be used for rural development across the region.  

CR News Bureau

SUPPORTED BY: 
CEMCA, New Delhi

DISCLAIMER: CEMCA/COL does not endorse or take responsibility of the views expressed in the Newsletter.

PRODUCED BY: 
UNESCO Chair on Community Media, Department of Communication, Sarojini Naidu School of Arts and Communication,
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India.  

EDITORIAL TEAM:
Editors: 
Ashish Sen (Former President, AMARC Asia-Pacific)
Kanchan K. Malik (University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India)
Design and Production:
Vasuki Belavadi (University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India)
Taijrani Rampersaud (University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India)

ADVISORY BOARD:
Vinod Pavarala (UNESCO Chair on Community Media, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India)
Anirban Sharma (UNESCO, New Delhi, India)
Ammu Joseph (Journalist, Bangalore, India)
AHM Bazlur Rahman (BNNRC, Bangladesh)
Raghu Mainali (CRSC, Nepal)

The editorial team seeks contributions by way of news reports,

features, opinions announcements on recent community radio

activities in your organization/region/nation. Voices/Stories

from the field, including interviews with community members

(listeners and producers) are especially  welcome. Contributions

should be in English, restricted to 300 words for news/ event

and 450-500 words for opinion pieces and features, and typed

double spaced. Contributions may preferably be accompanied by

photographs/illustrations. Contact address and details of authors/

organization should accompany the contributions.       

The last date for submissions is  July 20, 2016. 

Electronic submission of contributions is recommended. Please

email your articles/reports/features to: newscr2010@gmail.com

You can also post them to:                        .

Dr. Kanchan K. Malik, 

Department of Communication, 

S N School of Arts & Communication, 

University of Hyderabad, 

Gachibowli, Hyderabad, India, 500 046

Phone: +91 40 2313 5506

Call for contributions  CR News Team 

Visit to the Deccan Development Society

Participants engage in discussions at the workshop


