
Change of guard 
at MIB

Community media practitioners and advocates from South Asia came together at
the University of Hyderabad to form the South Asia Network for Community Media
(SANCOM) on July 12, 2014. Organised by the UNESCO Chair on Community Media,
with support from UNESCO, the one-day consultation saw participation from about
25 representatives of the Community Radio Forum (India), Community Radio
Association (India), the Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (Nepal), the
Bangladesh Network of NGOs for Radio and Communication (Bangladesh), the
Sri Lanka Development Journalists' Forum (Sri Lanka), besides a few community radio
stations from India.
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UNESCO Chair launches CRux 
The UNESCO Chair on Community

Media at University of Hyderabad has
launched CRux (Community Radio User
Experience) – an online global forum for
CR practitioners, enthusiasts, trainers,
researchers and importantly, the certified
peer reviewers for the Community Radio-
Continuous Improvement Toolkit
(CR-CIT). 

This community of practice (COP)
platform is based on the CR-CIT
developed by the Chair and is primarily
for use by CR stations using the CR-CIT for
self -assessment. However, it is also open
to all CR practitioners, enthusiasts,
researchers and trainers who may wish to
share their experiences related to any of
the core principles that form the basis of
community radios universally. This
user-experience oriented forum follows
the principle of co-learning and seeks to
generate discussions around the nine
parameters of the CR-CIT, a toolkit that
has elicited keen interest among CR
practitioners in South Asia, Europe, and
Africa. CRCIT is now also available
in Hindi.

CRux allows registered users to
(a) change profile details including your
avatar (your picture), (b) launch new
topics, (c) respond to topics already under
discussion (d) share photographs of self-
assessment (e) add & respond to polls,
(f) send personal messages to other

members on the forum, (g) email
interesting topics to others, and several
other features. 

The UNESCO Chair will moderate the
postings on CRux and arrange to send out
summaries on important discussions to
all its members.
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Screenshot of the CRux website

R Jaya appointed JS (Broadcasting)

Senior Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer R Jaya has taken over as
joint secretary (Broadcasting) in the
Information and Broadcasting Ministry
following the end of the extended term
of Ms. Supriya Sahu. She is likely to be
handling matters concerning FM and
Community Radio.

Ms. Sahu, an IAS officer of the Tamil
Nadu cadre, engaged pro-actively with
the community radio sector in the
country and was responsible for
initiatives such as annual sammelans of
CR stations, the CR Support Scheme and
Peer Reviews.

Also from the Tamil Nadu-cadre, Ms.
Jaya was member secretary in National
Council for Teacher Education under the
Department of School Education and
Literacy. She has  worked previously in
the Rural Development, Home and
Personnel ministries.

South Asia Network for 
Community Media mooted 



A two-day pre-conference on ‘Building
Community-Shaping Change – The Role of
Community, Citizen and Alternative Media
in Regional Transformation’ was held at
the University of Hyderabad on July
13-14, 2014.

The pre-conference was organized by
the community communication working

group (ComCom) of the International
Association for Media and
Communication Research (IAMCR) in
collaboration with the UNESCO Chair on
Community Media, University of
Hyderabad (UoH). 

Shubhranshu Choudhary, winner of the
Google Digital Activism Award 2014 for
his initiative CGNetSwara, delivered the
keynote address. He highlighted the need
for democratizing journalism. He said the
centralized nature of mainstream media
creates problems of ownership and hoped
for creation of an alternative media
owned and funded by the community.

Arne Hintz, the Coordinator of
ComCom, shared IAMCR’s involvement in
community media through research, and
also talked about the importance of such
a pre-conference keeping in view the
vibrant community media in the South
Asian region. Vinod Pavarala, UNESCO
Chair on Community Media, said the
pre-conference provided an opportunity
to share and showcase the work being
done in community media in the South
Asian region.

The pre-conference, supported by
IAMCR, UNESCO, Ideosync, CEMCA and
AMARC Asia Pacific was attended by
community media advocates and
practitioners from South Asia and also by

a number of academics from across the
world who also participated in the main
International Association for Media and
Communication Research (IAMCR)
conference organized from July 15-19 at
the Hyderabad International Convention
Centre.

The pre-conference showcased several
community media initiatives and
impelled discussions on various themes
concerning community media. Parallel
sessions were held where important
questions like the safety of community
journalists and freedom of expression,
among others were discussed.

Sessions like community radio policy in
South Asia, potential for community
television in South Asia and facilitating
community media in the Asia-pacific
region highlighted the need for a
community media network in the region.

A session on the role played by women
in community communication brought
out the various experiences of women
working at organisations like Khabar
Lahariya, Sangham Radio and Gurgaon ki
Awaaz. Issues of marginalised groups like
the LBGT were also taken up during the
sessions. Transcending cultural and
language barriers, the seminar also
enabled interactive conversations to
determine future courses of action. 
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IAMCR Pre-Conference on 

Community Media held

Shubhranshu Choudhary of CGNetSwara

delivering the keynote address

Panellists from South Asia discuss CR policy issues



The first workshop for training peer re-
viewers for CR-CIT (Community Radio
Continuous Improvement Toolkit),
supported by CEMCA and organized by
the UNESCO Chair on Community Media,
was held in Hyderabad between October
8-10, 2014. 

Inaugurating the workshop, Dr. Sanjaya
Mishra, Director, CEMCA said while the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
(MIB) had adopted CR-CIT as one of the
three toolkits, the methodology it
followed for the Peer Review Process was
different from the one laid out in the
toolkit.  The idea of the workshops was to
develop a cadre of Peers who would
participate in the self-assessment process
of CR stations and learn from each other.  

Prof. Vinod Pavarala, UNESCO Chair on
Community Media said both the toolkit
and the workshops were designed on the
principles of co-learning and continuous
improvement.  The presence of Peers
from other stations during a self-review
process would help the host station and
the attending Peers learn from each
others’ experiences and help the CR
sector grow. Dr. Kanchan K. Malik in her
presentation articulated that it was time
CR stations started a systematic process
of self-reflection to see how they
performed against the universally
accepted principles. 

During the workshop, Prof. Vinod
Pavarala said processes of external
evaluation were mostly linear, looking
merely at cause and effect while often ig-
noring more complex systemic issues,
while participatory evaluation processes

were more democratic and holistic. They
took into account factors such as gender,
marginalization and often used mixed
methods. While dominant evaluation
processes looked at impact, participatory
evaluation focuses on processes. For the
CR sector to improve, it was important
that it moved away from externally
imposed performance indicators to a
participatory, flexible system wherein CR
stations would set their own benchmarks
and try to improve on a continuous basis.

The key principles in such a process
were: peer learning, reciprocal value of
knowledge-sharers, mutual trust,
and  collective and individual
meaning-making.

Dr. Kanchan K. Malik provided an

overview of the Self-Assessment & Peer
Review Process (SA & PR process) as
recommended by the Chair. She also
outlined the steps in administering the
toolkit and provided details of how each
parameter should be administered.

Practical sessions at the workshop
were designed to ensure that participants
understood the spirit behind each of the
parameters and the indicators. It was also
intended to ensure that participants
themselves would teach each other with
minimum intervention from the
workshop organizers/ resource persons.
A simulation of the SA & PR process was
also conducted for better understanding. 

Prof. Pavarala presented the process of
documentation while Vasuki Belavadi
introduced CRux (CR User Experience) for
CR-CIT, an online platform designed by
the Chair based on CR-CIT wherein CR
practitioners, trainers, enthusiasts and
researchers can participate and share
their experiences.  The online forum,
although meant for those using CR-CIT as
a toolkit, would be open to all CR
practitioners from around the world to
share their experiences and develop a
Community of Practice (COP).

A total of 11 CR practitioners including
six women participated in the workshop.
Participants who qualified as Peer
Reviewers have been mentioned on the
CR-CIT website.

Vasuki Belavadi
University of Hyderabad

CR-CIT Peer Reviewers empanelled
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FIRST BATCH OF CERTIFIED PEER REVIEWERS

Name CR Station

Asif Rayman Saiyar Re Jo Radio, Gujarat

Fakat Hussain Alfaz-e-Mewat FM 107.8, Haryana

Gitali Kakati Jnan Taranga, Assam

Mahesh Jagtap Vidyavani Community Radio, Maharashtra

Naveen Sen Bol Hyderabad, Telangana

Neetu Singh Waqt Ki Awaaz, Uttar Pradesh

Ramakrishnan R. NILA CRS 90.4, Puducherry

Sanjay Chandekar Radio FTII, Maharashtra

Subhashree Behera Radio Madhuban, Rajasthan

Vandana Buchety Gurgaon Ki Awaz, Haryana

CR CIT Website: http://crcitcop.uccommedia.in/

CRux Website: http://crcitcop.uccommedia.in/cop/index.php

UNESCO Chair team with peer reviewers
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UNICEF Bangladesh has honoured Community Radio Jhenuk
99.2, Community Radio Pollikontho 99.2, Community Radio
Bikrampur 99.2, Community Radio Mahananda 98.8 and Com-
munity Radio Borendro 99.2 for their exemplary contribution
in championing child rights during the 10th Meena Media
Award 2014.

The Meena Media Award
was introduced by UNICEF in
2005 to honour excellence in
creative journalism in both
print and broadcast. Meena,
after whom the award is
named, is a popular anima-
tion character held dear by
children and adults alike in
Bangladesh. She stands for
change and champions child
rights across South Asia.

The 10th award ceremony held at Dhaka brought children’s
voices to the forefront through the event. An eight member
expert panel of judges comprising creative writers, veteran
media professionals and academics assessed each entry and
selected the five community radio stations in the
“Radio category”.
Source: http://www.bnnrc.net/home/bnnrcunicef

The Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA), in
partnership with the World Health Organization (WHO)
organized special training on effective Ebola reporting for
journalists from sixty radio stations across Ghana on November
6th and 7th at Accra.

The sixty radio stations were from rural and border districts
of Ghana. The training focused on local radio stations because
the organizers believed that they are the most effective
information dissemination platform in rural communities and
can therefore play an essential role in educating the public about
the Ebola disease.

Ghana, which is a travel destination in the sub-region, is at a
high risk of infection and community involvement is crucial in
preparing against the virus. For this community radio station
play a major role.
Source: http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/re-
gional/artikel.php?ID=333436

The parliament of the state of Saxony-Anhalt, home to the
pioneering free radio station in Halle, Radio Corax, has just
decided to amend the media law that would have required the
dumping of (analogue) FM radio by the end of this year. It has
resolved to retain the technology till 2025. It is being suggested
by the radio stations that even when that happens, FM
frequencies can be reserved for community radio.

The community radio facility of Vellore Institute of
Technology University (VIT) has tied up with the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) to broadcast more programmes
to people living in and around VIT. The programmes include
entertainment and information relevant to the student
community of VIT.

VIT Panbalai 90.8 was launched in January, 2014 and
broadcasts for 10 hours a day. Some of the programs are
produced by VIT students for campus infotainment and for the
benefit of school students.

VIT Chancellor G Viswanathan said that there are possibilities
of more tie-ups with international radio stations to make the
community radio emerge as a leader in the campus community
radio segment.
Source: http://www.newindianexpress.com/education/ stu-
dent/VIT-Joins-hands-with-BBC-to-Broadcast-More-
Programmes/2014/11/07/article2511187.ece

Association of Community Radio Broadcasters Nepal
(ACORAB) concluded its 10th Annual General Assembly in
Charikot of Dolakha district on September 4, 2014. The
conference resonated with the main slogan "Community Radio
for Positive Societal Transformation". A total of 250 participants
from throughout Nepal came together as part of the event.

The event was inaugurated by three former Prime Ministers
of the country Mr. Pushpa Kamal Dahal ('Prachanda'), Sher
Bahadur Deuba and Mr. Jhalanath Khanal. They spoke highly
about the community radio movement in Nepal and its
commitment towards social change. They also expressed their
willingness to extend political support towards the community
radio sector in Nepal. More than 20 speakers belonging to
diverse sectors spoke in the function and the ACORAB
Chairperson Mr. Mohan Chapagain delivered the welcome
address. 
Source: http://www.acorab.org.np/index.php?pagename
=recentDetail&aid=73

Compiled by Arun John
University of Hyderabad

UNICEF Bangladesh honours
5 CR stations 

Ghana radio stations trained in
Ebola reporting

German state to continue with
analogue FM for the next decade

VIT Panbalai 90.8 ties up 
with BBC

ACORAB concludes 10th 
Annual General Assembly



If community media is increas-

ingly  recognized as a critical ingre-

dient for poverty eradication, the

need for alliance building and

networking assumes additional

significance. Only then can we

realistically address the challenges

of scale and sustainability. This

message struck home at a recent

consultation in Rome on family

farming and communication which

was hosted by the Food and

Agricultural Organization, in

partnership with AMARC. The

Forum on Communication for

Development and Community

Media for Family Farming saw

more than one hundred

participants    representing farmer

organizations, rural institutions,

internationalagencies, govern-

ments, research organizations, development and human rights

NGOs, academia,  community media and communication net-

works who discussed issues related to:

- The contribution of communication to family farming

- The appropriation of communication by farmers and rural 

actors

- Need and priorities for communication policies

- Enabling policy and institutional frameworks

- Investments and partnership opportunities

- Enhancing communication capacities of rural stakeholders

While community media emerged as a crucial and cross

cutting component, the forum’s (and campaign’s) credibility was

ensured by the range and network of actors who participated in

the deliberations. Virtual online platforms like ComDev Asia,

Onda Rural and Yenkasa Africa, provided regional platforms in

Asia Pacific, Latin America and Africa whereby different

stakeholders shared their experiences and learnings. This forged

a collective alliance that effectively demonstrated the potential

and strength of a community network.

The good news is that similar steps are being forged within

the Indian and South Asian landscape. The activities which have

characterized the past four months – many of which are

encapsulated in this issue of CR News - reinforce the point.

Underlying their focus on developmental needs, at the heart of

all these efforts, is a central concern: to strengthen media

democratization and freedom of expression. This was clearly

demonstrated at the July 2014 Roundtable organized by the

UNESCO Chair on Community Media which resulted in the

formation of SANCOM or the South Asian Network for

Community Media  (SANCOM). While the reality of SANCOM will

go a substantial way to strengthen the community media canvas

in the region, there have also been other efforts at networking –

both thematic and structural – which find mention in this issue.

The Community Learning Programme initiated by the

Commonwealth of Learning has proven credentials as a

powerful participatory process which not only deepens

audience engagement but also strengthens stakeholder

participation and ownership. MARAA’s November workshop

saw representatives of community radio stations interact with

academia, experts and INGOs to deepen their understanding and

practice of the Community Learning Programme.  Likewise, the

CR-CIT Peer Reviewers training workshops organized by the

UNESCO Chair on Community Media and CEMCA emphasized a

new chapter in developing “a cadre of peer reviewers who

would participate in the self-assessment process of CR stations

and help learn from each other.” The importance of the Peer

Review as a participative process has also struck firm roots in

the country as is evident from the second phase of the peer

review process undertaken by MIB.

The Community Radio Sammelan has established itself as a

significant platform for networking, learning and advocacy

activity in the country’s community radio calendar.  The

Regional (South and North) Sammelans which took place during

the past quarter are a welcome development enabling greater

participation and also a widening of the community radio

network in the country. 

Finally, this issue of CR News acknowledges the proactive

contribution of Supriya Sahu in consolidating the community

radio sector in the country during her tenure as JS MIB, and wish

her the very best in the future.  We also welcome R Jaya who has

taken over as the current JS (Broadcasting) and look  forward to

continuing our active interactions with the MIB.

Ashish Sen

Networking: now is the time
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Radio Corax, located in Halle (birth place of the great
composer, George Frideric Handel) in the state of Saxony-Anhalt
was set up in 2000 after the organization successfully lobbied
for more than five years for a change in media laws to enable
community radio.  The state in the former East Germany which
boasts of more liberal media laws than many other states has
only two free radio stations, down from the four that were orig-
inally licensed.  It has a staff of five, all of whom work half time.
Many of the founders came from working class and anti-fascist
backgrounds and their approach to issues and programmes
reflect this ideology.  Michael Nicolai, during a lovely walk along
the river Saale, talked about a programme Corax did on the
occasion of the 10th anniversary of German Reunification when
the station asked people, old enough to remember, to recall life
in the former GDR.  The recorded narratives became a critical
contribution to regaining a more balanced sense of history, away
from the one-sided, gloomy portrayal of the East by the West.

The station has a number of volunteers, many of who come from
universities and colleges as interns.  The station has about 300
registered members, with the employed paying about €60 and
others about €30 annually, in return for which they get the
privilege of producing programmes.  The station broadcasts
content in about 12 languages, including those spoken by
immigrant communities such as the Vietnamese or the Kurdish.
They broadcast 24 hours a day, about half of which is live
programming.  In addition to the membership fee and donations,
Corax receives about €150,000 a year from the Media Authority
of Saxony-Anhalt.  Corax is one of the important community
radio         stations in Germany, playing an    active role not only
in the BFR      nationally, but also in international bodies such as
AMARC and CMFE.

***
Nuremberg in the southeastern state of Bavaria is a city

known to outsiders like us mostly for Hitler’s infamous rallies
and the  Nuremberg trials of leaders of the Third Reich. The city,
however, has a strong industrial core and is culturally vibrant,
with some interesting connections to the country’s print history.
Nuremberg is home to some delicious ginger bread and Radio
Z, the second oldest community radio station in Germany.  Radio
Z has been on air since 1987, soon after commercial private
broadcasting was permitted by change of law.  There is still no
separate community radio policy in the State, something for
which Radio Z and others are lobbying with the State Parlia-
ment.  Over cups of hot coffee, Managing Director, Syl Glawion
described the status of the organization as gemeinnützig (for
public welfare, not-for-profit), a status which allows it to earn a
hefty subsidy from the Government on its annual license fee.
When I explained to Syl that in India we have a single broadcast-
ing law for the whole country, she said wistfully that a federal
law would have helped them because “our Bavarian politicians,
mostly Christian Democrats, are very conservative.”  Radio Z is
at the centre of a lot of civil society movements and over the
years earned many prizes, in spite of the local politicians’ deep
suspicion about their liberal politics and progressive social ide-
ology. The station evolved slowly from broadcasting for three
hours a day to eight hours, and now 12 hours a day, much of
which is live   programming. The station is proud to have about
1300 members paying about €70 a year and they all have an
equal voice in  determining the station’s policies.  Asked about
the nature of  content, Syl simply said, “politics and culture.”
While at the station, I was interviewed on air by two of their
young volunteers on the status of community radio in India and
my impressions of the scene in Germany.  On my way out into
the rainy afternoon, I noticed a transmitter for digital broadcast-
ing. Apparently, the  station has been given a 24-hour channel
on DAB+ as part of the ongoing testing of the system in Germany.
Its 12-hour broadcast is played twice on a loop every day on the
digital system. Although everyone I met in Germany is very skep-
tical still about community radio going digital, for now they are
willing to try.
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Free Radios in Germany: A personal journey (Part II)

Radio Corax

Part I of this article (‘Free Radios in Germany Lend a Radical Edge’) was published in the July-September 2014 issue of CR News.

“It was on the invitation of Radio Corax that I went to Germany in May this year to get a first-hand understanding of the free radio scenario in the country.  Ralf Wendt and Michael Nicolai of Radio Corax spent

a lot of their time to educate me about the general situation in Germany and to shepherd me around some of the significant stations in different parts of the country.” 



INTERNATIONALINTERNATIONAL

Free Radios in Germany: A personal journey (Part II)

***
Erfurt, about 125 km southeast of Halle, is the capital city of

Thuringia.  The towering Erfurt Cathedral and the 700-year old
University of Erfurt that boasts of Martin Luther and the
sociologist Max Weber among its illustrious alumni are
prominent institutions of the city.  The FREI (Freier Rundfunk
Erfurt International, the Free Radio) of Erfurt has a history that
dates back to the time the Wall came down, reflecting young
people’s desire for free speech in unified Germany.  We were
hopelessly late arriving at the station, but Carsten Rose and his
enthusiastic young staff members were waiting patiently. A
surprise presence was that of Jochen Fasco, the Director of the
Thuringia Media Authority, who stayed for an hour, was at pains
to explain that the state does not discriminate between open
channels and free radios, even as he seemed to suggest that
there is a greater need for the latter to ‘prove their success’. After
Mr. Fasco left, the atmosphere inside the station eased
considerably as they gave me a tour of their impressively
spacious premises, with even an old elevator taking you up to
their meeting rooms and workshop spaces. Beginning as a pirate
station, FREI waged a 10-year long struggle to change the media
laws to allow community radio.  One of the conditions of the
license is that there is at least 20% of information content on
free radios. Broadcasting for
about five hours daily, the station
recently did an audience survey
that helped them arrive at an
estimated hourly audience of
5000. With strong links with
various social movements, the
station functions as a community
space for music concerts, poetry
readings, and civic discussions.
Last year on May Day, the station
campaigned hard and managed
to stop a proposed racist, anti-
immigration rally in Erfurt.  The
station functions with a small
staff and about 100 volunteers.
Project funding and membership
fees help sustain the station,
while some   support for staff
salaries comes from the media
authority of the state.

***
A short drive from Erfurt took

us to Weimar, the heart of the
German Enlightenment and
home to Goethe and Schiller.  It
was here that after the First
World War, Germany’s first
democratic constitution was
signed and gave its name to what

came to be known as the Weimar Republic. We scurried across
Goetheplatz, the centre of Classical Weimar, in pouring rain and
arrived unannounced at Radio Lotte, one of the oldest free radio
stations in the country.  The solitary staffer who let us in
explained that the station, reflecting the literary ethos of the city
and the history of Bauhaus design movement, focuses on art and
culture.  But it has not stopped the station from highlighting civic
issues and other key political matters concerning the region and
the country as a whole.  For instance, one show, “Who Owns the
City?”broadcast recently deliberated on how Weimar’s rapid
transformation, especially with tourist traffic, has impacted the
living conditions of the city’s residents, including the availability
of affordable housing.  At last year’s sensational fascist terror
trial in Munich, Radio Lotte was the lone free radio station to get
a seat (through a lottery) amidst a global media contingent.
Other free radio stations used Lotte’s feed on their own
broadcasts.  Right now, the station shares its frequency with an
open channel, but with some changes made this month in the
media policy in Thuringia, it’s likely that in 2015, there could be
a 24-hour non-commercial local radio station in Weimar, with
more assured state funding.

Continued on page 9
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Part I of this article (‘Free Radios in Germany Lend a Radical Edge’) was published in the July-September 2014 issue of CR News.

“It was on the invitation of Radio Corax that I went to Germany in May this year to get a first-hand understanding of the free radio scenario in the country.  Ralf Wendt and Michael Nicolai of Radio Corax spent

a lot of their time to educate me about the general situation in Germany and to shepherd me around some of the significant stations in different parts of the country.” 

Radio Lotte
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KVK for farmer; CRS for farmer’s family

The first Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(Agricultural Science Centre), KVK was
established in India in 1974. Now, there
are 630 KVKs in India. However, only five
of them run community radio stations
(CRS). These stations are at Saharanpur in
Uttar Pradesh, and Badnera, Rishod,
Babhaleswar and Baramati towns in
Maharashtra. I visited all of them this year. 

In January 2014, when I visited Vallabh
Krishak Radio (KVK Saharanpur) I saw, to
my disappointment, that it was not
broadcasting programmes after the
transfer of its last programme
coordinator. It increased my curiosity to
examine closely the functioning of CRS of
other KVKs. Travelling 1,500 kms in
public transport was exhausting, but
being able to understand the work of CRS
of KVKs was the reward I received.

Sanjay, station coordinator of Sadhana
CRS, Badnera, in Amravati district, said,
“Our region is known for farmers’
suicides. Hence, most of our programmes
are agro-based. However, we broadcast
programmes for all.” He added, “The crop
changes after every 15 kms in
Maharashtra. So, we broadcast
programmes for our farmers and their
family members, which cannot be done by
any other media.”

I met Amol, station coordinator of
Swaranant CR at  Rishod,  in Washim
district, with his team members, Irfan,
Rahul and Dipak. Irfan said, “People here
cannot go to AIR, Pune or Mumbai. They
can easily come here and they keep
coming.” Dipak said, “AIR’s RJs broadcast
programmes. They have no attachment
with people. But here people come to us,

participate in programme production and
invite us to their villages. Last year we
received over 150 marriage invitations.”

“KVK scientists share knowledge with
farmers, whereas farmers’ family
members share their sorrows and
pleasures though their radio,” said Dipak.
“KVK cannot reach all farmers. Even,
small farmers rarely visit KVKs. When a
scientist of a KVK can talk to 40 farmers
at a time, a CRS can talk to people of 40
villages at once,” Amol added.

Rupali, RJ of KVK Pravara CR, which is
located at Babhaleshwar in the
Ahmednagar district said, “I go to villages,
talk to farmers, women and local singers.
I cover Sangamner tehsil. I have also been
given a special task to produce a
programme on children. So, I am more

than happy.” She adds, “We found, people
were not participating. We started some
innovative programmes, where youth,
women and children came forward to
participate. We broadcast live cricket
matches and earned a good amount from
the organiser. We reduced number of
in-house programmes, increasing live and
field-based programmes.”

I met Dipak, Asha and Sunil from
Sharada Krishi Vahini, Baramati. Dipak
said the radio could reach all by
increasing broadcast time, broadcasting
programmes of people’s choice and
involving people.” 

Though the CRS of KVKs are working
well, they face financial challenges to
sustain. Sunil, station coordinator of
Sharada Krishi Vahini said, “If the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
considers CRS a major component and
provide financial support, CRS would be
able to give more space to farmers’
families, when KVKs give importance to
the big farmers.” 

Dr Syed Shakir Ali, Programme
Coordinator of KVK Baramati said, “If
agencies like Agriculture Technology
Management Agency(ATMA) can come
forward, CRS of KVKs can be sustainable.”
He added, “If ICAR can provide special
support for CRS, CRS will become an
important part of KVKs in the future.”

Bidu Bhusan Dash
Academic Associate in

Communication
IIM Kashipur, Uttarakhand

KVK Pravara CRS Interview of a woman pomegranate grower for radio programme

KVK Pravara CRS Interview of School Children for Radio programme



Continued from page 7

On the last leg of this whirlwind trip,
my hosts drove me north on the autobahn
to Hamburg, the second largest city in
Germany, with a population of more than
2 million, with nearly a third of them
being  migrants.  Because of an accident
on the highway, unlike the speeds
associated with the German motorways,
we crawled our way to the city, arriving
quite late at FSK (Freies Sender
Kombinat), a free radio station that has
been in existence since 1996.  With a clear
leftist ideology, the station has been in the
forefront of many social and political
issues concerning the poor, the
immigrants and refugees in the city.  As
far back as 2003, the station was raided
by a posse of 200 police personnel,
apparently, looking for a broadcast
recording of an interview with a police
spokesperson.  It led to protests both by
the station and its supporters as an
assault on press freedom and as a tactic
of intimidation.  In fact, with the three-

month archiving rule under the media law
(as in India), the station could have
handed over the tapes if a request came
through the regular channel.  With the
right-wing political alliance in power in
the city-state, the station has been put
under the scanner constantly, but it has
been relentless in its pursuit of causes of
the marginalized and in its critique of
right-wing policies.  Two years ago when
a Hamburg court was trying 10 Somalis
on piracy charges, the station opened its
doors to Somali refugee families to come
and share their problems on air.  A
dedicated membership of about 800
provides financial support to the station,
with about 300 volunteers involved
inprogramming.  As I was reading a
longish Judith Butler quote scrawled on
one of its walls, one of the station
personnel commented, “We are more a
think-tank than a radio station.”  The
Collective (kombinat) that manages the
station is quite clear that they work with
social movements, yet be critical of them
when necessary.

***
My visits to the radio stations and my

discussions with        members of the BFR,
the association of free radios, led me to
believe that community radio stations in
Germany emerged out of a different h
istorical context, and, therefore, display a
heightened political consciousness and an
intense sense of their social purpose.
They are waging their own battles at the
local and regional levels, often in isolation
from one another because of the
fragmented nature of media policy. Some
of the movement insiders are worried
that the increase in state funding and the
institutionalization of non-commercial
radio in Germany might lead to the
taming of free radio, ultimately losing its
radical political edge.  But, for now, the
commitment and dedication with which
hundreds of young volunteers across the
country are giving their time to build an
alternative, democratic media culture is
certainly heart-warming.  

Vinod Pavarala

Maraa, with support from the
Commonwealth of Learning (COL),
Canada,   facilitated a Participatory Learn-
ing Design workshop for community
radio producers from across the country
from November 3-6, 2014 in New Delhi.

The workshop utilized the community
learning programme (CLP) approach and
was aimed at developing radio
programme series that were participatory

in nature. Over
the course of
four days,
p a r t i c i p a n t s
were exposed
to a number of
elements that
would ensure
their radio
programs were
appropriately
structured to
engage their
audiences and
were solution
based and not
merely for
i n f o r m a t i o n
sharing. 

On days one
and two, participants were taught how to
identify sub-issues to        ensure their
radio programmes were      focused on
specific areas and were not too broad-
based. This was followed by         sessions
which involved creating message matri-
ces, episode tables and scripts around the
sub-issues to ensure the     content pre-
sented to the target audiences was accu-
rate and kept in focus the overall

objectives of the programmes. 
Day three commenced with

participants presenting and critiquing
scripts, which were completed in groups.
This exercise enforced the point that the
message matrix, episode table and script
need to be in sync for the overall
production to be focused, strong and
beneficial. Following this session,
participants were advised about
strategies for collaborations that will
benefit the CLPs.

On day four, participants were
introduced to the importance of
monitoring and evaluation by Venu Arora
and given information on how to do these
two things. In closing, participants were
challenged to make short-term plans for
the next six months about using what they
learnt over the course of the workshop.

Participants included representatives
of Radio Active from Bangalore,
Henvalvani from Uttarankhand, Waqt Ki
Awaaz from Uttar Pradesh, Mobile Vani
from Jharkhand, Apna Radio from Delhi
and Gurgoan Ki Awaaz, Alfaz-e-Mewat and
Radio Mewat from Harayana.

Taijrani Rampersaud
University of Hyderabad

Maraa facilitates CLP training for CR producers
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CR Regional Sammelans to enhance

sharing of best practices

The first three-day Regional
Community Radio Sammelan was
organised by Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting (MIB) in collaboration with
OneWorld Foundation India (OneWorld)
at Puducherry from September 28-30,
2014. Forty Community Radio stations
from the Southern states, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Telangana, Maharashtra, Odisha and
Puducherry participated.

The second Regional Community Radio
Sammelan was held in Lucknow from
October 10-12, 2014, supported by MIB
and hosted by the Community Radio
Association (CRA). Out of the 90 stations
licensed in northern India, 65 community
Radio stations participated in the
sammelan. 

The Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting (MIB) has introduced
Regional Sammelans for Community
Radio Stations (CRS) in the country. This
decision owes its genesis to a desire
expressed by CRS at the National
Community Radio Sammelans for
regional-level gatherings where they
could be better represented along with
members of the community with whom
they work. The Regional Sammelans aim
to provide a platform to the operational
CRS to share their grassroots stories,
successes, issues, and good practices.

The regional conclaves deliberated on
subjects conforming to its theme,
‘Connecting Communities – Empowering
People’ and concluded with a call to
strengthen the Community Radio

Movement in the southern states of India.
The agendas of the Regional Sammelans
included thematic sessions on specialized
programming, ethics and self-regulation,
women’s empowerment and the girl child,
content management, as well as rural
development and agriculture. Besides
this, the sammelans also delved into
issues related to inclusion and the
sustainability of the sector.

Besides CRS representatives, the sam-
melans were also attended by officials
from the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting and other stakeholders in
the Community Radio sector. Government
representatives at the two Regional
Sammelans included Mr K. S. Rejimon,
Director, MIB; Mr. Yogendra Pal, Advisor
to MIB; and Mr. Inderjeet Grewal, Deputy
Director, MIB, who shared details
regarding the government’s Community
Radio Support Scheme, a special financial
scheme designed to provide financial
support to CRS. Among others,
Dr Sreedher, Community Radio
Practitioner, Ms Rukmini Vemraju,
consultant, MIB and Dr. Kanchan K. Malik,
Faculty Fellow, UNESCO Chair on
Community Media, University of
Hyderabad also participated as resource
persons.

The Regional Sammelans will now be
an annual affair.

Tej Prakash, OneWorld
Archana Kapoor, CRA

Participants of the first Regional Community Radio Sammelan in Puducherry

Speakers at the inauguration of the second Regional CR Sammelan
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Participants in this one-day roundtable
took stock of the situation in South Asia
with regard to community media and
expressed the need for a South Asia wide
network on community media. Anirban
Sharma, National Programme Officer,
Communication & Information, UNESCO
New Delhi shared UNESCO’s vision and
objective in supporting such a network
for the South Asia region. He highlighted
that such knowledge networks are in
consonance with UNESCO’s principle of
promoting freedom of expression and
strengthening media development, as
well as of building an inclusive knowledge
society by empowering local
communities. 

Maica Lagman, President, AMARC Asia-
Pacific highlighted the need to strategise

on how to establish the South Asia
Network given the similarities and
differences among countries and
organizations within the region. 

As a follow up to the discussions, Prof.
Vinod Pavarala, UNESCO Chair on
Community Media circulated among
participants, a document, with the
objectives, form and functions of the
proposed South Asia Network for
Community Media (SANCOM).

Among other things, the vision
document lists out the role that SANCOM
could play in strengthening the
movement for community media and for
greater democratisation of the media in
the South Asian region. SANCOM would
endeavour to advocate for a more free and
open policy environment for community
media to flourish in the region; exchange
information regarding community media

related initiatives and activities in the
region; build/share capacities for
community media production and
management across national boundaries;
document and disseminate best practices
and explore possibilities of replicating
success stories; encourage comparative
research that could help gain greater
awareness and deeper  understanding of
community media in different national
contexts in the region; promote peer
learning and self-evaluation;  and build
alliances with other national, regional and
global networks, both of  community
media as well as of broader social
movements.

It is proposed that the Secretariat for
SANCOM would be at the Chair in
Hyderabad and it would start functioning
as a virtual network soon.

South Asia Network for Community Media mooted

Encouraged by the enthusiastic re-
sponse from community radio practition-
ers and the positive results of the first
phase of Peer Review Programme in
which 30 Community Radio Stations
(CRS) participated, the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting (MIB) initiated
a second phase by sending an open invi-
tation all CRS on air for a minimum period
of two years. 

Thirty-eight CRS from across 14 States:
Bihar, Delhi-NCR, Gujarat, Haryana,
Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh and the Union Territory of
Puducherry volunteered to participate in
the programme.  

As in Phase I, a three-day Orientation
Programme was held in New Delhi from
September 23-25, 2014 under the aegis of
MIB by the Community Radio Association,
which gave logistic support to the pro-
gramme. Over three days, through discus-
sions, group work and presentations,
participants were appraised of the need
for self-assessment and the way to go
about it. 

Three toolkits available in the public
domain namely Self-Assessment Toolkit
(SAT) developed by CEMCA under the
Ford Foundation Project; Community
Radio-Continuous Improvement Toolkit
(CR-CIT) developed by UNESCO Chair on
Community Media with support from
CEMCA; and the Self-Assessment Guide-
line (SAG) developed by Ideosync Media

Combine with support from UNICEF were
introduced by experts who developed the
toolkits, namely by Ms Jayalakshmi Chit-
toor; Dr. Kanchan K. Malik and Ms. Venu
Arora, respectively. The MIB Team led by
Ms. Supriya Sahu, Joint Secretary (Broad-
casting) set the tone for the collaborative
learning approach of the programme, be-
ginning with the interactive workshop. 

The participating CRS completed their
self-assessments by October 30 and have
embarked on the Peer Visit phase, where

a team of two peers visit two other CRS
with a view to  observe and learn from
each other and set goals for self-improve-
ment.  To make the learning rich and var-
ied, inter-mingling of institutional and
NGO run CRS is encouraged and recipro-
cal visits avoided.  An end-line experience
sharing workshop is planned for early De-
cember, 2014. 

Rukmini Vemraju  
Lead consultant for Peer Review

programme on behalf of MIB
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AMARC-SIC meet discusses

growth of CR in South Asia

The World Association of Community
Radio Broadcasters (AMARC),
Asia-Pacific, in collaboration with the
SAARC Information Centre (SIC),
organized a seminar on the 'Status and
Role of Community Radio in the SAARC
Region' from 20-22 August 2014 in
Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

Eight countries - Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, represent
the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation, SAARC. 

It was the second community radio
consultation organized by AMARC and
SIC. The first AMARC AP-SIC consultation
was held in Kathmandu in September
2013. These consultations are platforms
to interface community radio sector with
policy makers and government officials of
the SAARC member states to discuss
challenges and opportunities related to
community radio development in South
Asia. In addition to high ranking
government officials, community radio
broadcasters and advocates, the Dhaka
consultation had academicians, civil
society representatives and donor
representatives as active participants and
resource persons. 

While government representatives
spoke about existing policies and
initiatives rolled out by the state for
developing the sector, community radio
representatives raised issues that
impacted on growth of the community

broadcasting in countries of South Asia.
Specific sessions were held to discuss

the role of community radio vis-à-vis
climate change adaptation, disaster risk
reduction and gender equality.
Discussions were also held on the role of
community radios in the fight against
caste-based discrimination. Promoting
safety of community media, and
developing a regional network for
community radio development were
some of the other important issues
discussed at the conference. 

Sessions were also held on Community
Radio   Continuous Improvement Toolkit
(CR-CIT), peer review of community
radios in India and Bangladesh, and
sustainability of community radios in
South Asia as a whole. Capacity building
of women broadcasters was another
important focus of the conference. 

Taking stock of the South Asian
experiences with community radio, the
seminar put forth recommendations for
further development of community
broadcasting in South Asia.

The Dhaka Seminar was organized in
co-ordination with Ministry of
Information, Government of Bangladesh
and in partnership with Commonwealth
Educational Media Centre for Asia
(CEMCA) and Bangladesh NGOs Network
for Radio & Communication (BNNRC). 

Suman Basnet
Regional Coordinator

AMARC Asia Pacific
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